Language Arts 9 &
Language Arts 9 Honors
Composition and Literature
2008-9
Mrs. Schafstall

mschafstall@temima.org

Class Description & Goals

In Language Arts 9, students will learn the tools to be effective readers, writers, and critical
thinkers. Students will write essays adapted to specific audiences and purpose, including

expository, creative, descriptive, persuasive, and research essays. Students will read and interact

with texts through class discussion and writing. The class will study literature by genre,
covering poetry, the short story, the novel, and drama. Students taking this course for honors

credit will be expected to demonstrate exceptional mastery of course material through written
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assignments, test questions, and class presentations.
Class Texts

Implications of Literature, TextWorld Press, Inc.
English Composition and Grammar, Warriner
The Practical Writer, Bailey & Powell
Vocabulary for the High School Student, Levine
A Separate Peace, John Knowles

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Antigone, Sophocles

Our Town, Thornton Wilder

Cyrano de Bergerac, Edmond Rostand
Macbeth, William Shakespeare

Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte

Grading Scale
Essays 30% Tests 30%
Homework 25% Midterm 15%

Note: For the spring semester, tests are worth 25% and the cumulative final exam is
worth 20%.

Honors Grading Scale
Essays 35% Tests 30%

Homework 20% Midterm 15%
Note: For the spring semester, tests are worth 25% and the cumulative final exam is



worth 20%.

Class Supplies

Students are expected to bring the following materials to class each day: Students who are not
prepared for class will receive a zero for that day’s participation grade.
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Book(s) needed for class that day. Students must bring their own paperbacks.

Class Notebook: must include the following sections at a minimum: 1) class handouts, 2)
current unit notes and handouts, 3) writing handouts and your graded written work
(essays); and 4) loose notebook paper (non-spiral). You may want to further divide your
notebook (grammar, vocabulary ,etc.). You may clean out your “current unit” section at
the end of each unit; do not throw materials away. You may “share” a large notebook
with another class as long as you have clear divisions between classes.

Blue/Black ink pens. You will lose a letter grade for assignments or classwork written in
an ink color other than blue or black. Pencil is acceptable for most assignments.

Classroom Expectations

The most important rule in this classroom is respect for others and their ideas. This
includes both the teacher and your classmates. Disruptive behavior, such as talking with
other students and off-topic comments, will not be tolerated.

Students should take notes in class each day. Studies show that after two weeks, students
forget approximately 80% of what they have heard in class. I will use the board, but
most of what we share together will be oral. You will have occasional quizzes based
upon the previous day’s class discussion. It is important to take notes and make sure that
you understand class material as it is presented. I typically do not hold review days
before tests.

Students should refrain from working on outside homework or work from other classes
during class; this includes revising essays and copying notes missed during absences.
Students using the restroom need to return to the classroom in a reasonable, quiet, and
timely manner. Do not loiter in the restroom hallways waiting for a free restroom,
especially at the beginning of class. No more than 2 students should be out of the
classroom at any time.

You should not take any books that reside in this classroom without permission.

When you leave this classroom, you should take all personal materials with you, dispose
of any trash, push in your chair/stack chairs, etc.

No electronic equipment is allowed in class, including cell phones and cameras.

Students should not interrupt my classes for personal reasons.

Students are not allowed to chew gum, drink (except bottled water), or eat during class.
These items should not be visible during class even if you are not eating/drinking them.
You will be asked to either throw the item away or put it away in your bag (not under the
desk or on the classroom shelves). Please do not finish food in the restroom hallway after
class has begun; this will earn you a demerit for eating and a tardy.

Students are not dismissed from class until the bell rings. This includes test periods, even
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if the test is given during last period.
If you do finish a test before the bell rings or before the end of the allotted time allowed,
you will be expected to work quietly until all students have completed the test. There is
absolutely no talking allowed during tests or quizzes; you must come up to my desk if
you have any questions for me during the test.
Students need to follow all other guidelines listed in the Student Handbook.

Class Policies

Homework:
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Assignments are typically due at the beginning of class, and it is your responsibility to
make sure you’ve turned in your work. You will lose one letter grade for each day late.
Some assignments will not be accepted late.

Please take pride in your work and remember that you are handing in assignments to me
for grading; they should be legible and free from doodles or other marks. The same is
true for in-class work (tests, quizzes, etc.). You should also refrain from using
abbreviations on homework assignments, tests, essays, quizzes, or any other written work
that you hand in to me. I will deduct one point per abbreviation. I will deduct one letter
grade if you use an ink color other than blue or black.

I prefer cross-outs to either white out or erasing, which are messy.

If you are experiencing difficulties with completing assignments on time, please discuss
this with me well in advance of due dates.

Students will receive a “late pass,” which will allow them to hand in an essay or project
up to three days late without penalty once during the school year. This pass may not be
used if the student had an unexcused absence on the assignment due date.

Make-Up Work:
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Students will receive monthly calendars listing homework assignments, essays, tests, and
presentations. Plan absences accordingly whenever possible.

Please remember that according to the Student Handbook, you must hand in assignments
ahead of time when you take a personal day or for any other absence that you plan ahead
of time (trip, doctor’s appointment, boarder travel day, etc.). You may put it in my box
before class or send it in with another student. If you fail to do so, your assignment will
be counted late or not accepted. I will consider making an exception if you discuss the
circumstances with me ahead of time.

Assignments assigned prior to your absence are typically due the day of your return. For
short-term assignments assigned during your absence, you have 3 days to make up the
work. This includes class notes. While I will not necessarily check to see that you have
made up class notes, you will be held responsible for all missed material.

If you miss a quiz, you need to make it up within two days of your return. This includes
reading quizzes; your make-up quiz may differ from the original.

Students are generally expected to take a test if they return from an absence on a test day
and the test was announced in advance of the absence. If you feel that you cannot take
the test on the day of your return, you must discuss this with either me, a principal, or
Miss Balk before the class period. I will not exempt a student from a test at the
beginning of that class period except in the case of extended absences for illness.
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It is your responsibility to obtain missed assignments and to hand in assignments upon
your return. It is also your responsibility to schedule make-up tests and in-class essays
with me. They will be scheduled during school hours. If you fail to show up for a make-
up test, I will deduct 10 points from your grade.

Students have one week from their return to make up tests or in-class essays missed
during their absence, either during free periods or after school. You will receive a “zero”
if it is not taken during this one week period. The only exception to this is if you have
had an extended absence and have planned your make-up work calendar with either Mrs.
Limor or Miss Balk.

For unexcused absences, students will receive a zero for that day’s assignments and tests.
If a long-term assignment is due that day, you will receive a late grade.

Remember that you may lose course credit for excessive absences. Please refer to the
Student Handbook for specifics.

Tardies:
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Students are expected to make every effort to be in their seats by the time the bell rings at
the beginning of class; the bell signals that you are late, not whether I am in the
classroom or not. You should remain in the classroom even if I’m not there.

Being on time to class is extremely important, especially on test days. You should not
waste time loitering in the restroom area, and you will not receive extra time if you do so.
If you leave the classroom after the bell rings to retrieve supplies, you will be counted
tardy.

If you use the restroom at the beginning of the class period, you need to be back in your
seat during the first five minutes or you will be counted tardy.

Tardy students will not be given extra time on beginning of class quizzes, tests, or writing
responses unless the tardy is excused.

You should not disrupt the class when you arrive late whether your tardy is excused or
not.

Any student who is more than 15 minutes late or who is out of the classroom for more
than 15 minutes will be counted absent. I will also count you absent if you fall asleep in
class.

Academic Integrity

One of my goals is to create a secure classroom environment in which all students benefit
from the personal integrity and honest behavior of each member. To help ensure this
environment, there are consequences for academic dishonesty.

In my classroom, cheating includes, but is not limited to, the following activities::

0 Allowing others to copy test answers, verbally giving answers, or receiving
answers.

0 Using papers and/or other work completed by students in previous classes in an
inappropriate manner (such as copying).

0 Copying homework answers. Unless otherwise directed, I expect you to attempt

all work on your own. This does not mean that you cannot work together or
check answers. However, working together does not mean that each student



completes one question and copies the rest from other students.
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own: the failure
to distinguish the student’s own words and ideas from those of a source the student has
consulted. Ideas derived from another, whether presented as exact words, a paraphrase, a
summary, or quoted phrase, must always be appropriately referenced to the source,
whether the source is printed, electronic, or spoken. Whenever exact words are used,
quotation marks or an indented block indicator must be used, together with the proper
citation style. (Adapted from The Plagiarism Handbook by Robert A. Harris)
In your language arts classes as well as other classes at Temima, you will be taught skills,
including paraphrasing and proper citation, that will enable you to avoid plagiarism in
your work.
I distinguish between blatant plagiarism (cutting and pasting a paper from the Internet,
using a paper found on the Internet, using a previous student’s paper) and inadvertent
plagiarism (sources cited improperly, incorrect paraphrasing). Both are serious issues;
however, blatant plagiarism involves issues of honesty and integrity while inadvertent
plagiarism often results in a conference with the student to re-teach or reinforce skills.
Both may involve grade penalties and disciplinary action depending upon the individual
case. Blatant plagiarism most often results in a “zero” for the assignment and
disciplinary penalties. | have had to deal with both blatant and inadvertent plagiarism at
Temima.
A student should schedule a conference with the teacher if she fears that her work may
contain plagiarized material or is unsure how to avoid plagiarism.
Suspected cheating or plagiarism will result in a teacher conference, parental notification,
grade penalties, and disciplinary action.
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Fall Semester

Unit I: Summer Reading

A Separate Peace - John Knowles

Literary Terminology

“A Poison Tree” - William Blake (Handout)
“The Scarlet Ibis” - James Hurst (Handout)
Unit Test

Unit II: Grammar and Writing -
The Sentence and the Paragraph

Warriner’s
The Sentence - p. 402
Compound Elements - p. 404-405
Complements/Objects - p. 406-411
Classification by Purpose - p. 412
Verbals - p. 421-9
Appositives - p. 432-3
Clauses - p. 436-51
Classifying by Structure - p. 412-3, 448-51
Fragments - Warriner’s - p. 322-6; Practical Writer - p. 279
Run Ons - Warriner’s - p. 327-8
Comma Splice - Practical Writer - p. 283
Fused Sentences - Practical Writer - p. 284

The One Paragraph Essay - Stage |
The Practical Writer, Part I - Chapters 1-6 (p. 5-50)
In-class Writing - Definition Paragraph

The One Paragraph Essay - Stage 11
The Practical Writer, Part II - Chapters 7-8 (p. 53-66)
In-class Writing - Paragraph of Reason

Unit Test

Unit III: Growing Up in America

To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee
“Marigolds” - Eugenia Collier (Handout)
Creative Project

Unit Test



Unit I'V: Grammar and Writing

Effective Sentences

@ Combining Sentences - Warriner’s - p. 359-71

@ Sentence Variety - Warriner’s - p. 359, 371-2; Practical Writer - Chp 36 - p. 325

@ Parallelism - Warriner’s - p. 353-6; Practical Writer - Chp 37 - p. 333

Grammar

©) Verb Usage - Handouts

@ Subject-Verb Agreement - Warriner’s - p. 476-86; The Practical Writer - Chapter 39 - p.
349

The Five Paragraph Essay

@ The Practical Writer - Chapters 9, 10-14 (p. 70-80, 89-110)

@ Mockingbird Essay Assignment

Unit V: Law and Order

©) Antigone - Sophocles
@ from “Civil Disobedience” - Henry David Thoreau
@ Essay Assignment
@ Unit Test
Unit VI: Grammar and Writing
Grammar

@ Pronoun Usage - Warriner’s - p. 495-513

@ Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement - Warriner’s - p. 489-92; The Practical Writer - Chapter
40 - p. 357

Writing

@ Word Choice/Diction - Warriner’s - p. 297-316; Practical Writer - Chp 42 - p. 371

@ Introduction to in-class essays

Unit VII: Family and Community
Our Town - Thornton Wilder

Essay Assignment
Unit Test
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Midterm Exam

Spring Semester

Unit I: “No Coward Soul Is Mine”



Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte

“No Coward Soul Is Mine” - Emily Bronte
Literary Essay

Unit Test
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Unit II: Grammar and Writing

Grammar

@ Modifiers - Warriner’s - p. 552-65; The Practical Writer - Chapter 38 - p. 343
@ Common Usage Problems - Warriner’s - p. 566-8

Writing

@ Improving Sentences

Unit III: The Study of Poetry

@ Elements of Poetry
@ Poets
William Shakespeare - “That Time of Year” - Handout
Edwin Arlington Robinson - “Richard Cory” - p. 270
William Carlos Williams - “This is Just to Say” - Handout
William Wordsworth - “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” - Handout
Emily Dickinson -  “‘Hope’ Is the Thing with Feathers” - p. 190
“She Sweeps with Many Colored Brooms” - p. 193
“Success Is Counted Sweetest” - p. 196
“I Taste a Liquor Never Brewed” - p. 198

Robert Frost - “Design” - Handouts

“Fire and Ice”

“Nothing Gold Can Stay”
@ Unit Test
@) Poetry Project

Unit IV: Comedy & Panache
©) Cyrano de Bergerac - Edmond Rostand
@ Essay Assignment
@ Unit Test
Unit V: Grammar and Writing

Grammar

@) Apostrophes - Warriner’s p. 636-40; The Practical Writer p. 353-6
@ Commas - Warriner’s p. 603-22; The Practical Writer - Chapter 29 - p. 289



Writing
@ Comparison Essay Assignment



Unit VI: The Scottish Play

@ Macbeth - William Shakespeare
@ Creative Project
@ Unit Test
Unit VII: Grammar and Writing
Grammar
@ Other Punctuation - Warriner’s p. 624-44 (ex. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Posttest); The Practical
Writer - Chapter 30-31 (p. 297 & 301), Chapter 34 (p. 313), Chapter 33 (p. 309), Chapter
32 (p. 305)
Writing
@ The Literary Essay - Character Analysis
@ Handouts
@ Selma Lagerlof - “The Eclipse” and Sample Essay
@ Essay Assignment
Unit VIII: The Study of the Short Story

@ Works

Shirley Jackson - “The Lottery” - Handout

Ursula Le Guin - “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas” - Handout

Edgar Allan Poe - “The Tell-Tale Heart” - Handout

Homer - from The Odyssey (Handout)

Heywood Brown - “The Fifty-First Dragon” - p. 173
@ Unit Test

Unit IX: Student Presentations - Short Stories

©) Student led paired presentations
@ Presentation Stories

Edgar Allan Poe - “The Cask of Amontillado” - p. 52

Jack London - “To Build a Fire” - p. 109

Gabriel Garcia Marquez - “The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World” - Handout
Gabriel Garcia Marquez - “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” - Handout

Ray Bradbury - “There Will Come Soft Rains” - Handout

James Thurber - “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” - p. 164

Sarah Orne Jewett - “A White Heron” - Handout

O. Henry - “The Last Leaf” - p. 128

Anna Guest - “Beauty Is Truth” - Handout

Final Exam






